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PART 2

HFT on a Budget

The Hawke AirMax
30 WASF 10 x 44
Gary Chillingworth continues his series on how to get
into HFT on a budget with a look at scopes

W

hen I was looking at writing
this series, the most
important thing for me was
the scope. Now, the vast majority
of modern quality airguns are all
capable of chucking lead way more
accurately then any of us can shoot,
but a lot of us fall down with the
glass that we look through and how
we set it up.
Over the years, I have tried many
different scopes, from Leupold, to
Sightron, from Optisan to MTC, but
my ﬁrst scope and the one that got
me the best consistent results of my
shooting life was a Hawke, and to be
more precise, the Hawke Tac 30 10
x 42. This was a stunning scope and
still holds a very special place in my
heart, so with this in mind, I thought,

BELOW: The AirMax is
well worth a look

24 AIR GUNNER www.airgunshooting.co.uk

‘Let’s go back to where I began and
get a Hawke for our project’ and
after a chat with the lovely people at
Deben, the AirMax 30 WASF 10 x 44
was winging its way to me.

GREAT GLASS
I took a long look through the optic
and I was very happy to see that the
legendary Hawke clarity was still
there. In the past, when I’ve spoken
to shooters about Hawkes, they
almost always say the same thing
– Hawkes have great glass for the
money – and this has always been
the case.
It is fair to say that Deben Hawke
has always supplied excellent
scopes for a great price, and when
I think back to previous models like

the Panorama, the SR6 and the
Night Eye digital, all of these scopes
did great things and didn’t break the
bank. The question is, though, will
this new scope be great, too?
The ﬁrst thing that I needed to do
was to put it on the riﬂe, and luckily,
I had a set of BKL medium mounts
in 30mm that were perfect, although
Sportsmatch would work just as
well and Hawke also make their own
mounts. As an HFT shooter, I try to
get the scope as close to the barrel
as possible. This practice will give
a shallow pellet trajectory, and for
hunters and target shooters, a ﬂat
trajectory is a real boon because it
means you will only need one aim
point to cover a large distance.
The HW95 comes with a dovetail
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riﬂe about 20 yards away.
Using some old cushions or a gun
rest to support the fore end of the
riﬂe, take the prone position and
attach or balance the spirit level
onto the scope rail – double-sided
sticky tape is good for this. Then,
with the riﬂe in your shoulder, look
through the scope at the plumb line
and rotate the scope within the
mounts until it lines up perfectly with
the plumb line. Make sure that the
bubble is telling you that the riﬂe is
upright and when it does, nip up the
top mounts, recheck, and the scope
is now inline.

EYE RELIEF

scope rail and when you attach the
mounts, make sure that the securing
bolts all point the same way – this
is usually to your right as you look
through your scope – and make
sure that they are as far apart as
possible. This will create a more
stable platform for your scope than
having the mounts close together.
I like to put the mounts on the rail,
hand-tighten and then place the
scope in the mounts – now we have
to make sure that the scope is in line
with the barrel.

HOW TO SET UP THE SCOPE
There are two ways that you can
do this; the ﬁrst is to set up a
plumb line – a piece of string with
a heavy weight at the bottom – or
take a piece of card with a vertical
line drawn down it, make sure it’s
straight, and then make a hole at the

ABOVE: My Hawke Tac
30 - I love this scope

RIGHT: The BKL scope
mounts are stunning

BELOW LEFT: Set up a
plumb line to line-up
your scope

RIGHT: A small bubble
is a huge help

top of the line and hang this card on
a nail or screw. Make sure that the
card can swing from side to side;
this way the card will always hang
perfectly straight.
You will now need to get a small
bubble-type spirit level. A cheap trick
is to go to a pound shop and buy a
builder’s spirit level, take it apart
and you will now have two or three
small spirit levels. Set up your plumb
line with a nice heavy weight and a
thick piece of rope, then place your

To set the eye relief, make sure
your scope is set to 9x or 10x
magniﬁcation, and if your scope has
parallax adjustment, set it to about
25 yards.
You will see that when the scope
is close to your eye, a thick black
ring will appear around the edges of
the sight picture. Loosen the mounts
where they are attached to the scope
rail and push the scope forward or
back until this ring just disappears.
You now have the scope at the
optimum distance from your eye; this
is the scope’s ‘eye relief’ – normally
around 3½”. Some shooters like to
leave a small amount of this black
ring in their ﬁeld of vision. This way
you know that if the ring is central,
your eye is perfectly aligned, but
more of that in a future article.
Now that you have the eye relief
set up, look at your spirit level on
the riﬂe’s dovetail and make sure
the bubble is in between the two
lines. Then look through the scope
and make sure that the vertical
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crosshair is lined up perfectly with
the plumb line. When it is, and if all
three things are correct – bubble,
plumb line and eye relief – tighten
up the screws, so they hold the
scope securely, but be careful not to
over-tighten. A good rule of thumb is
to tighten the screws enough to hold
the scope so that it is just beyond
ﬁnger tight, and then give another
quarter of a turn.
So, we now have the scope
attached to the riﬂe and set up
correctly and next month we are
going to loﬁnd out how to dial the
scope in and get the best from it.
What will be the best zero? How far
should we set the parallax?

TOP LEFT: The
illuminated ret is a real
help in winter

ABOVE LEFT: I like
turret caps, they keep
your setting secure

ABOVE RIGHT: Correct
eye relief is essential

RIGHT: The AirMax is
compact at 330mm
and 640gms

HAVE A LOOK!
For now, if you are thinking of
getting a new scope for the new
year, then certainly take a look
at this AirMax 30 SF 10 x 42.

BELOW LEFT:
Springers and Hawkes
make me happy

It has the full true mil-dots at
10x magniﬁcation, and below
the crosshairs it has half mil-dot
slashes and I must admit, I like this
because the reticle is unobtrusive.
The IR is great and illuminates the
entire ret’, and it’s adjustable – I
have it on the lowest setting and for
my eyes, it really helps – and the
30mm tube and lens coating let in

Hawkes is, they come with the BRC
and Chairgun compatibility. We will
dive into that more next month, too,
but essentially; put in all your details –
velocities, pellet weight, scope height,
zero … and the software will work out
your aim points for you. These will not
always be perfect, but they will be
close enough and give you a great
starting place.

“put in all your details - velocities, pellet weight, scope height,
zero ... and the software will work out your aim points”
plenty of light, even on these dark
winter days. I also like the wide ﬁeld
of view because it makes watching
areas around the targets easy.
When you are trying to read wind,
this is a huge advantage.
Another great thing about the
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I’m going to be making a video
on this piece for Shooting and
Country TV and it’s available free
on YouTube. So, come and have a
watch and let me know what you
think. You can always contact me at
garychillingworth36@gmail.com ■

